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Abstract

Oral health education on recognition and their
prevalence of dental caries comparative analysis of
some primary school pupils’ in Buckjeju-gun.

Youn-Hwa Kim

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Jeju Tourism College

Key words: Dental caries, Dental hygiene education, Primary school pupils’

This study has been conducted with continuous dental sanitary education for primary
school pupils for five years from 1997 through 2001, based on data obtained from a 97’ sur-
vey on primary school pupils’ recognition on dental hygiene education and their permanent
dental health capacity. Following results were drawn through comparative analysis of data
obtained during the survey period. Approx 70.77% of the examinees have experienced decay
missing feeling (DMF) in the year 2001, suggesting a good effectiveness of dental hygiene
education compared with 92.1% of DMF rate in 1997. It has been found that pupils’ knowl-
edge and recognition on dental hygiene and management, etc were improved, as well as their
eating habits and consciousness were changed. Comparative analysis of annual DMF showed
that DMF rate, DMFT index, and DT rate were found to decrease every year, suggesting a
improved dental health capacity. Grade level analysis revealed that DMFT index and DT rate
were found to decrease every year during the survey period, suggesting pupils’ dental man-
agement and consciousness were improved and changed. It has been found that DMF rate
more significantly increased in a higher grade in 2001 than 1997. There was no difference in
DMF rate between grades of primary school in 1997. However, in the year 2001 increment of
approx 10% of DMF rate were observed in a higher grade.
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