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Abstract

Effect of Mothers’ Oral Health Knowledge and Behaviour
on Oral health status in their Preschool Children

Youn-Hwa Kim

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Ulsan Science College

Key words: dft index, Oral health behaviour, Oral health knowledge

The purpose of this study was to assess how mothers’ oral health behaviour, knowledge,
and socio-demographic characteristics influence on dental caries status of their children. The
142 children and their mothers were selected for this study. The children were 5 and 6 years
old in the three day care centers in Ulsan, Korea. Date were collected by oral examination on
children and self-administrated questionnaire on their mothers. The questionnaire was sur-
veyed mothers’ behaviour and knowledge of oral health and their socio-demographic charac-

teristics.

The findings of this study were summarized as follows:

1. The higher mother’s educational level and the greater children members, the higher
degree of oral health knowledge, but there was no significant relation.

2. There was significant relationship between working mothers and correct toothbrushing,
between monthly mean income and important for oral health.

3. The dft index was lower when the higher mother’s oral health knowledge, the larger

toothbrushing frequency, preventive dental visit.



