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Abstract

A study on dental health and physical &
psychological health status of the aged

Young-Suk Yoon, Young-Hee Jung!
Department of Dental Hygiene, Dongju College, 1Sonin Dental Clinic

Key words: the aged, dental health, physical & psychological health status

This study was conducted to investigate the dental health and physical & psychological
health status of the aged.

The subjects were 61 old persons, women who were over 65, living at Sahagu in Pusan.
The data for this study were collected by using direct interviewing method from October
22th, 2004.

The data were analysed by using a computerized program named statistical package for

social science including frequency, percentage, ANOVA.

The results of the study were summarized as follows:

1. The dental status and the use of dental care institute

1) In status of denture use, it was found to be no denture(45.2%), full denture(35.5%),
partial denture(19.4%).

2) In the questionaire of “when did you go to the dental care institute recently?”, it was
found to be uncertain(41.9%), less than one year(38.8%), 2~3years(16.1%), 1~
2years(3.2%).

3) In the questionaire of “what type of the dental care institute did you use?”, it was
found to be in the dental clinic(80.6%), others(9.7%), dental hospital(6.5%), department
of dentistry in general hospital(3.2%).

4) In the questionaire of “why did you select the dental care institute?”, it was found to
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be in the nearly distance(80.6%), relative advice(16.1% ), advertisement(3.2% ).

5) In the questionaire of “how did you go to the dental care institute?”, it was found to
be walking(71.0%), bus & subway(22.6%), car(3.2%) and others(3.2%).

6) In the questionaire of “how long did it take to the dental care institute?”, it was found
to be 10~30min(48.4%), less than 10min(38.7%), 30min~1h(6.5%), 1~2h(3.2%), more
than 2h(3.2%).

7) In the questionaire of “what kind of dental care did you take?”, it was found to be
denture making(45.2%), extraction of tooth, dental surgery, general exam(12.9%),
caries(9.7%), denture repair(6.5%), others(3.2%).

8) In the questionaire of “how much did you pay for dental care recently?”, it was found
to be less than 5,000won(35.5%), 20,000~100,000won(194%), 1~3million won(16.1%),
5,000 ~20,000won, 100,000~300,000won, 500,000~ 1million won, more than 3mil-
lion(6.5%), 300,000~500,000won(3.2%).

9) Average score of the subject’s physical health status was 4.11 and psychological health
status, 401 in a 5 point Likert scale.

10) The physical and psychological health status showed the significant differences accord-
ing to the frequency of eating snack(pE0.05) and snack type(pE0.01).

Above findings suggest that geriatric oral health program is necessary in improving the
dental health & health status of the aged.



