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Abstract

Development of PBL packages for the improvement
of the problem—solving ability, self—directed
learning capability and communicative competence

of dental hygiene students

Young—Ran Jung - Woo—Sook Lee' - Duk—Joo Cho”

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Baekseok Culture University
]Dept. of Nursing, Redcross College of Nuring
2Dept. of Education, Konkuk University

Key words : dental hygiene, PBL, PBL package

Obiectives : The purpose of this study was to develop PBL packages geared toward im-—
proving the problem—solving abilities, self—directed learning capabilities and communica—
tive competency of dental hygienists, which were all required for dental hygienists to
have in the dental field,
Methods : After three PBL packages for a semester of oral health education were devel-
oped, the PBL packages were evaluated by an expert to determine what improvements
should be made,
Results : The findings of the study were as follows,

The three PBL packages were based on real clinical situations and designed to have a
different degree of difficulty and provide problems in the form of scenario for learners to

solve in a self—directed manner, When the packages were assessed by an expert, the
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packages were expected to make a contribution to the improvement of the three different
abilities on which this study focused, and the packages were found to be appropriate in
general in terms of learning content and field applicability, though they needed some
modifications,

Thus, this study attempted to develop PBL packages and let an expert assess the pack-—
ages in order to give some suggestions about the development of PBL packages, The
packages developed in this study are expected to help boost the problem—solving abilities,
self—directed learning capabilities and communicative competency of dental hygienists,
which should all be possessed by dental hygienists in the dental field, Moreover, the
packages were found to be conducive to the introduction of PBL in the field of dental
hygiene,

Conclusions : To ensure the successful application of the packages, dental hygiene stu—
dents should be provided with the packages in situations similar to real clinical sit—

uations, and they should have an opportunity to practice dental hygiene duties,
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