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A study on knowledge and attitude toward AIDS
in undergraduates for the health—related
department and the health—unrelated department
Mi—-Ra Lee

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Juseong College

ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to arrange basic data necessary for education of AIDS and to prevent
AIDS on undergraduates knowledge or attitude toward AIDS,

Methods : A self—administered questionnaire survey was used among 350 undergraduates in some of Jeonbuk and
Gyeongnam area from September 9, 2009 to December 10, 2009 and then obtained the following results.

Results : 1. Information route on AIDS was indicated to be higher in order of school education with 37.1% and TV
& newspaper with 31.5% as for the health—related department. The health—unrelated department was indicated
to be the highest in TV & newspaper with 67 people(43.8%), and had statistically significant difference(p<0.01). 2.
The whole knowledge score on AIDS was indicated to be 12.72+2.67 for the health—related department, resulting
having been higher than the health—unrelated department with 11.84+3.30. There was significant difference(p
<0.01). The attitude score on AIDS was indicated to be 4.85+1.67 for the health-related department, resulting
having been higher than the health—unrelated department with 4.38+1.58. There was significant difference(p
<0.01). 3. Knowledge and attitude toward general AIDS stood at r=.112(p<0.05), thereby having had positive cor—
relation. Knowledge and attitude toward AIDS infection stood at r=—.220(p<0.01), thereby having had negative
correlation. Relationship between the whole knowledge and attitude toward AIDS stood at r=-.105(p<0.05),
thereby having had negative correlation.

Conclusions : AIDS is exponentially increasing in the whole world and is getting more serious. Even in our coun—
try, it is the tendency that the infected are gradually increasing. Health care of AIDS, which is impossible to be
fully recovered and has no vaccine, is preferential to prevent infection. A continuous and efficient preventive
education program is thought to be necessary for straightening wrong knowledge and prejudice on this by grasp—
ing right knowledge and attitude toward AIDS.

Keywords : AIDS, attitude, knowledge
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¥ 1. General characteristics Unit: N(%)
Characteristics Classification Health related  Health—unrelated Total
Gender Male 54(27.4) 76(49.7) 130(37.1)

Female 143(72.6) 77(50.3) 220(62.9)
Age Under 20 years old 91(46.2) 41(26.8) 132(37.7)
21~24 years old 98(49.7) 73(47.7) 171(48.9)
Over 24 years old 8(4.1) 39(25.5) 47(13.4)
Marital status Married 10(5.1) 37(24.2) 47(13.4)
Unmarried 187(94.9) 116(75.8) 303(86.6)
Religion Roman Catholicism 13(6.6) 8(5.2) 21(6.0)
Christianity 72(36.5) 49(32.0) 121(34.6)
Buddhism 41(20.8) 21(18.7) 6217.7)
Others and non-religion 71(36.0) 75(49.0) 146(41.7)
Total 197(100) 153(100) 350(100)
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I 2. Information route on AIDS Unit: N(%)
Classification Health-related Health—unrelated Total p—value
Information route TV, newspaper 62(31.5) 67(43.8) 129(36.9)
Internet 35(17.8) 42(27.5) 77(22.0)
School education 73(37.1) 24(15.7) 97(27.7)
Friend, relative 15(7.6) 5(3.3) 20(5.7)  -000%**
D h ital ical
Doctor, hospital, medica 3(1.5) 2(1.3) 5(1.4)
institution
Others 9(4.6) 13(8.5) 22(6.3)
Total 197(100) 153(100) 350(100)
w0 0,001
E 3. General knowledge on AIDS Unit: N(%)
Health-related Health—unrelated
Iltem p—value
True False True False
AIDS b ted gi | i
can be Prevented glven aiways using 154(78.2)  43(21.8)  115(75.2)  38(24.9) 508
condom given the sexual relations(T).
E ho looks health t
Ven & Person who f00ks Aeattiy may g 187(94.9) 106.1) 137895  16(10.5) 057
AIDS(T).
Being infected with AIDS vi leads t -
g thected Wi VITUS eads IO COMT T 64(32.5)  133(67.5)  44(28.8)  109(71.2) 454
ing to die within a few months(F).
If AIDS i d rightl ival i -
even 15 CUred ML, SUIVIVALIS POS™ g5 6)  48(24.4)  109(71.2)  44(28.8) 354
sible for a long time(T).
Percentage of correct answers 70.3% 66.1%
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T 4. Knowledge on AIDS infection Unit: N(%)

Health-related Health—unrelated
ltem p—value
True False True False

Even a baby, who was born after being

174 11 1 1 1
infected with AIDS, can be infected(T). 74(88.3) 23017 2183.0 26017.0) 155

Even given making school or work life with

a person infected with AIDS, infection 74(37.6) 123(62.4) 55(35.9) 98(64.1) 756
may be possible(F).
AIDS is a disease caused by virus(T). 140(71.1) 57(28.9) 88(57.5) 65(42.5) .008%**
AIDS is infected by blood(T). 159(80.7) 38(19.3) 118(77.1) 35(22.9) 1413
AIDS is infected by sex(T). 181(91.9) 16(8.1) 135(88.2) 18(11.8) .254
AIDS is infected by saliva(F). 73(37.1) 124(62.9) 75(49.0) 78(51.0) .025%
AIDS is infected by cough or sneezing(F). 67(34.0) 130(66.0) 48(31.4) 105(68.6) .602
AIDS may be infected by breast—feeding(T).  162(82.2) 35(17.8) 112(73.2) 41(26.8) .042%
Percentage of correct answers 65.3% 61.9%
#p<0.05, **p<0.01
¥ 5. Knowledge on AIDS symptom Unit: N(%)
- Health-related Health—unrelated o-value
True False True False
Catching AIDS leads to having fever and sweating(T). 120(60.9)  77(39.1)  94(61.4) 59(38.6) 921
Catching AIDS leads to nausea and vomiting(T). 111(56.3)  86(43.7)  84(54.9) 69(45.1) 187
Catching AIDS leads to headache and diarrhea(T). 109(55.3)  88(44.7)  78(51.0) 75(49.0) .418
Catching AIDS leads to dementia(T). 42(21.3) 155(78.7)  35(22.9) 118(77.1) 127
Catching AIDS leads to reducing weight(T). 155(78.7)  42(21.3)  98(64.1) 55(35.9) .002%*
Catching AIDS leads to leukoplakia in the tongue(T). 136(69.0)  61(31.0)  83(54.2) 70(45.8) .005%*
Catching AIDS leads to shingles(T). 132(67.0)  65(33.0)  84(54.9) 69(45.1) .021*
Catching AIDS leads to lymphoma(T). 115(58.4)  82(41.6)  92(60.1)  61(39.9) .740
Percentage of correct answers 58.3% 52.9%
*p<0.05, ¥¥p<0.01
E3E oflojzo] AW AlFol Hadth(p=0.002), 3.6. CHatXtel HMZof| = AIDSOl chst
‘ofojzof AW &9 wintFo] AZIth(p=0.005), A X|[Ajat EfE He
ol zofl eld qyEalol AAHp-0.02) o BF  AIDSE] A A4, G, SN T
& BAA G| HHAA QY A Yeytal o3t Zﬁﬂ A4 M= 204 whelof] HAA 9L 12.72+2.71
Aol7k AATHGE 5). B E A 11,844 3,305 thas =9kT Gol3t 2
o7k A% Hp<0.01). AIDS®] Bl = 77 v o]

HAAES 4.85+1.67= BEAAY 4.38+£1.58K )
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¥ 6. Whole knowledge and Attitude on AIDS
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Unit: MeanxStandard deviation

Classification Health-related Health—unrelated p—value
Knowledge level score 12.72+2.67 11,84+3.30 0.007**
Attitude level score 4.85+1.67 4.38+1.58 0.008**

##p<0.01
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o < 0
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(p=0.001)", ‘oflo]=of AY AL =E Ao g Zekgt =255 Hert BFYAR AS G 5 QTG 8).
/\P%‘O]EHp:O.OOZ) ‘ofojzof A™ AR AP AIA
oF BTH(p=0,038/ 9] B3 2HHs] vkgo] W7IAY 4, £ gl 10t
o) slmzA e 57 deRdn elg Jol7t 23
oHE ). AIDSE A} QIF0) oA flEele Foe Ao
H 7. Attitude toward AID Unit: N(%)

Health-related Health—unrelated
Iltem p—value
Yes No Yes No
A person infected with AIDS has no value to 19(9.6) 178(90.4) 35(22.9) 118(77.1) .001%**

be sympathized. *

A person infected with AIDS is the one who is 3115.7)  166(84.3) 45(29.4)  108(70.6) .002%*
morally disordered.

A person infected with AIDS needs to be 102(51.8) 95(48.2) 78(51.0) 75(49.0 .882
prevented from being engaged in specific job

category. *

AIDS card needs to be possessed. ¥ 128(65.0) 69(35.0) 97(63.4) 56(36.6) 760

A person infected with AIDS needs to be 71(36.0) 126(64.0) 72(47.1) 81(52.9 .038*
isolated.

Even a patient infected with AIDS needs to be  141(71.6) 56(28.4) 102(66.7) 51(33.3) .323
treated equally to other patient.

There should be a social and economic support 177(89.8) 20(10.2)  130(85.0) 23(15.0) 168

for a patient infected with AIDS.

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ¥ Negative item
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¥ 8. Relationship between knowledge and attitude toward AIDS

kr?c?vxr/lliz?gl;e AIDS infection AIDS symptom kn\évxlo;gge Attitude

General knowledge - - - - _

AIDS infection —.060 - - - -

AIDS symptom . 168** 173 - _ _

Whole knowledge . 382%* L 592%* .845%%* - -
Attitude 112% —.220%* —-.043 -.105* -
*p<0.05, **¥p<0.01
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