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Recognition of college—preparatory students
for dental hygienist

Dong—Yeol Kim - Seung—Hun Lee!

Dept. of dental hygiene, Sorabol College
lDept. of public health, graduate school, Yeungnam University

ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to survey the recognition of college—preparatory students who inter—
ested and prevented themselves in oral health diseases for dental hygienist in Yeungnam South Korea.

Methods : The subjects in this study were 328 students who was seriously worried for career and entrance into a
school. The survey period was from August 16th 2011 to November 26th 2011, and the data was collected from the
high school students in Yeungnam and the preparatory students who visited S college in Gyeongju. This study
was conducted by using the self—reported questionnaire.

Results : The result of this study are as follows. 87.2% of the subjects have recognized about the name of dental
hygienist, 51.5% have distinguished dental hygienist in the clinic, and 67.4% have recognized about education of
dental hygienist that was more than a college graduate. The received services from dental hygienist was scall—
ing(15.6%), assistant of treatment(14.7%), tooth brushing instrument(11.5%), Reception & receipt(11.0%), and etc.
The majority of the subjects have recognized that dental hygienist was the professional(4.82 points), the impor—
tant role in oral health(4.88 points), and the intermediary between patients and dentists(4.60 points). And they
were friendly(4.64 points), responsible(4.81 points), and worthwile job(5.01 points). However their appellation has
not been established yet(4.00 points), they was difficult to distinguish from nursing assistants(4.37 points), and
their task did not differs from AN(4.53 points). Also they compared to other job was not stressful job(3.58 points).
Conclusions : Refer to these results, those will be the basis for professional development and status establish of
clinical dental hygienists and for the upright role as a professional medical personnel of dental hygiene students.
In addition, those will help to patients in the future, and become an effective instrument to learn knowledge,
skill, and service that needed to conduct business.(J Korean Soc Dent Hygiene 2012;12(1):103-111)

keyword : college—preparatory students, dental hygienist, recognition,
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects (N=328)
Variables N %
Gender Male 51 15.5
Female 277 84.5
Age 18~19 258 78.7
Over 20 70 21.3
Education High school 271 82.6
More than college 57 17.6
Support Health 166 50.6
department Etc 162 494
Habitation Gyeongju 101 30.8
Ulsan 104 31.7
Busan 39 11.9
Pohang 28 8.5
Deagu 11 3.4
Etc 45 13.7
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Table 2. Recognition for dental hygienist
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Support department

Support department

Health Etc Total p Health Etc Total p
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Name Yes 160 126 286 .000  DistinctionUniform 24 18 42 .000
96.4) (77.8) (87.2) (14.5) (11.D (12.8)
No 6 36 42 Badge 10 27 37
(3.6) (22.2) (12.8) ©.0  16.7) (11.3)
Total 166 162 328 Work 124 45 169
(50.6) (49.49)  (100.0) 4.7 (27.8) (51.5)
Call 2 27 29
1.2 167 8.8
Introduce 0 9 9
0.0) (5.5) 2.8)
Etc* 6 36 42
36) (222 (12.8)
Total 166 162 328
(50.6) (49.2)  (100.0)
Appellation Maam 36 45 81 000  Education High 8 27 35 .000
1.7 279 (@47 level school 4.8 167 (107
Nurse 44 72 116 Two years 10 36 46
(26.5) (44.5) (35.4) of college 6.00 (222 (14.0)
Dental 20 9 29 Three years 114 27 141
hygienist 12.n) (5.5) 8.8 of college  (68.7) (16.7)  (43.0)
Lady 54 9 63 University 26 54 80
(32.5) (5.5) (19.2) (157  (33.3) (24.4)
Miss 0 9 9 Academy 6 9 15
@) (5.5) 2.7 of nurse 36) (65 (4.6)
Etc 12 18 30 Etc 2 9 11
(7.2) 11D 9.2) 1.2) (5.5 3.3
Total 166 162 328 Total 166 162 328
(50.6) (49.4)  (100.0) (50.6) (49.4)  (100.0)

* the responses of

“distinction”,and “unknowability”
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Table 3. Received services from dental
hygienist (N=328)
Variables Response %
number*
Scalling 157 15.6
Assistant of treatment 148 14.7
Diet control 10 1.0
Fluoride application 47 4.7
Appointment of treatment 97 9.6
Sealant of tooth 68 6.7
Tooth brushing instrument 116 11.5
Radiography of dental 82 8.1
Description of treatment plan 83 8.2
Reception & receipt 111 11.0
Etc 2 0.2
Unknowability 87 8.6

* multiple responses
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Table 4. The validity(Cronbach’'s a) of the instrumentation

Questions
Dental hygienist is the professional. 892
plays an important role in oral health.
was formulated the appellation.
1S acts as an intermediary between the dentist and the patient.
is possible to separate from nursing assistant.
has different tasks of the nursing assistant.
a friendly.
is a neat.
has a responsibility.
is a worthwhile career.
is a highly stressful job.
* likert scale(range= 1~6 point)
Table 5. Recognition of dental hygienists by the application department
Variables N M SD p Variables N M SD p
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Professional ~ Health 166 5.61 744 .000*  Friend Health 166 5.31 959 .000*
Etc 162 4.00 1.295 Etc 162 3.94 973
Total 328 4.82 1.326 Total 328 4.64 1.183
Role Health 166 5.46 938 .000*  Neatness Health 166 5.51 844 .000*
Etc 162 4.28 934 Etc 162 4.22 788
Total 328 4.88 1.106 Total 328 4.87 1.038
Appellation Health 166 4.33 1.057 .000* Responsibility Health 166 5.43 924 .000*
Etc 162 3.67 1.057 Etc 162 4.17 1.070
Total 328 4.00 1.106 Total 328 4.81 1.182
Intermediary ~ Health 166 5.08 870 .000*  Worthwhile Health 166 5.66 783 .000*
Etc 162 4.11 997 Etc 162 4.33 1.158
Total 328 4.60 1.053 Total 328 5.01 1.189
Separation Health 166 5.00 1.044 .000* = Stressful job Health 166 3.22 1.176  .000*
Etc 162 3.72 1.287 Etc 162 3.94 973
Total 328 4.37 1.332 Total 328 3.58 1.139
Task Health 166 5.00 1.009 .000*
Etc 162 4.06 1.082
Total 328 4.53 1.146

#p<.001
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