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Dental hygienist image among dental hygiene
students according to clinical practice experience
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ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to examine what image dental hygiene students had about a
dental hygienist during clinical practice and what factors affected their image of dental hygienist,

Methods : The subjects in this study were the dental hygiene students at three different colleges, After a
survey was conducted, the answer sheets from 427 respondents were analyzed,

Results . The dental hygiene students who had engaged in clinical practice had a higher self—esteem than
those who hadn’t in general(p<0.01), A statistically significantly stronger achievement motivation was found
among the dental hygiene students who had engaged in clinical practice than those who hadn’t(p<0.01), The
dental hygiene students who had engaged in clinical practice had a statistically significantly worse image of
a dental hygienist than the others who hadn't(p<{0,01). Whether the self—efficacy, self—esteem and
achievement motivation of the dental hygiene students had any impact on their image of a dental hygienist
was analyzed in consideration of their clinical practice experience, As a result, the dental hygiene students
who had engaged in clinical practice had a more positive image of a dental hygienist when they had a
higher self—esteem(p{0.05) and a stronger achievement motivation(p<0,001), and those who hadn’t engaged
in clinical practice had a more positive image of a dental hygienist when they had a higher
self—esteem(p<0.01),

Conclusions : Given the above—mentioned findings, a wide variety of programs should be developed to
bolster the self—esteem and achievement motivation of students and improve their image of a dental
hygienist, as self—esteem and achievement motivation are the variables that exert the largest influence on
one’s image of a dental hygienist, (J Korean Soc Dent Hyg 2012;12(4):781-792)

Keywords : achievement motivation, clinical practice experience, image of a dental hygienist, self—efficacy,
self—esteem
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Table 1. Self—efficacy among dental hygiene students according to clinical practice experience (Unit: M+SD)

Clinical practice experience

Question
Yes No
I think that I can achieve the plan when establishing any scheme, 3.67£0.71 3.73+0.73
I tend to begin the work immediately when doing something, 3.25+0.78 3.12+0.88
;niowoor;k%nd on until I can do the work given failing to do well after beginning 31940.79 30340 86
I reach the goal when I myself would establish important goal, 3.37+0.68 3.32+0.81
I stick even to unpleasant work until it is finished, 3.08+0.89 2.87+0.91
I try to do harder when having failed in anything, 3.22+0.88 3.03£0.81
I have capability available for solving most of problems, 3.41+0,67 3.27+0.,65
I avoid it when encountering difficulty, 3.18+0.89 3.10+0.78
I give up soon given being difficult in early days when learning a novelty, 3,42+0,84 3.50+0,88
I fail to be convinced of my ability that I perform, 3.321+0.91 3.28+0.88
Average 3.30+0.48 3.22+0.44
t(p): 2.190(0.084)
T, AFE7), ALAL ouiA o JHuAE whot ofd Uof Aujge W o A skl AT (F
al7] ffoted AaEAE AARHAAL, AT AARe o] 3.22£0.88, i 3.03£0.81), ‘U dtfES EAE
Aol YFe A= RUS Lok s AT} 3 Hdg = Sle FEol SItF(f: 3.41+0.67. F
Ase YIS FE R FEst tEeTEAe 3.2740.65)04 YAEE ol e AT dle B
A3 FEG 2 A2 A e
3.2, s EE oR0ll ME XOESH
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A9 A= Z}O}%%%‘ T BeBHs 2 9
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S7HE (Table DI 2tk IS A ool UE AolEFE FAU 59
AT S Vet & HLBHE B o gt ato]7h e Ao2 HeERRTH(p<0.01),
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o] gl A% 3.220 0% yeht G Aol gl AE ATl de AUt e ARG AotEFe]
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oAt 2) 9l Algolgk LItk (§: 4.04+0.70, F: 3,84+
PEEE B 7ol UE AEsde dAE 9 0.77, U= dsol 3}% Ee 48 d 5 o
A Adol e A9t fle ARy w4 UEES 4.00£0.64, 377+ e Wk AR
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Table 2. Self-esteem among dental hygiene students according to clinical practice experience

(Unit: M+SD)

Clinical practice experience

Question
Yes No
I feel that I am a valuable person at least as much as other person is, 4.04%+0.70 3.84£0.77
I feel that I have lots of good qualities(merits), 3.77+0.71 3.64+0.85
I tend to feel mostly that I am a failure, 3.67+0.88 3.56+0.89
I can do as much as other people do. 4.00+0.64 3.77%0.80
I have nothing much enough for me to feel proud, 3.59+0.81 3.41+0.88
I have positive attitude toward myself, 3.72+0.76 3.46+0.91
I am mostly satisfied with myself, 3.01+0,84 3.41+0,93
I hope that I can respect myself a little more, 3.62+0,80 3.72+0,82
I come to feel sometimes that I myself am a worthless existence, 3.69+0,92 3.34+1.05
I think from time to time that I am not competent at all, 3.48+0.93 3.25+1.03
Average 3.71+0.52 3,5*i1i0_60
t(p)3.216(0,003 )

7 p<0.01
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Table 3. Achievement motivation among dental hygiene students according to clinical practice experience

(Unit: M£SD)

Question Clinical practice experience
Yes No
I establish a definite goal in proceeding with living, 3.37+0.76 3.37+0.89
I certainly make a goal obvious when beginning work, 3.42+0.75 3.35+0.84
I dislike to be defeated by other person, 3.75+0.79 3.68+0,92
I certainly perform the planned work, 3.43+0.66 3.22%+0.70
I have a greater dream than other people, 3.29+0.82 3.18+£0.90
I am deeply absorbed when beginning work, 3.07%0,75 3.35+0.79
I responsibly perform the given work, 3.82+0.67 3,71+0,71
I enjoy doing when working, 3.52+0.68 3.43+0.79
1 always strive for self-realization, 3.41+0.72 3.30£0.82
I frequently examine and supplement by selecting the short—and—long term goals, 2,82+0.77 2.63+0.86
I believe that I have ability available for attaining my dream, 3.79£0.67 3.59+0.81
I easily challenge novelty. 3.201+0.82 3.16+0.93
I think that the limit of responsibility for work needs to be clear, 3.77+0.73 3.68+0.83
I myself perform by searching for work, 3.26+0.74 3.15+0.84
I like the work that is attended with a little danger, 2.72+0.87 2.59+1.00
I passionately perform given beginning work once, 3.29+0,70 3.22+0,67
I don't give up hope easily even if failing in work, 3.10+0.86 2.99+0.87
I try to positively improve what has a problem, 3.36+0.64 3.31+0.72
1 always strive to develop my potential ability, 3.27+0.71 3.15+0.72
I certainly keep a promise, 3.77+0.85 3.71+0.82
I aim to freshly solve when dealing with a problem, 3.57£0.70 3.51+0.66
I establish a plan dauntingly when it comes to anything, 2,99+1,00 2.9610.90
I never postpone the planned work, 2.77+0.79 2.63+0.79
I come to have a desire more for work when there is a competitor, 3.72+0.82 3.64+0.87
I like to be in charge of the work with heavy responsibility, 2.79+0.92 2.51£0.93
I feel more interested in work that other person fails to do, 3.51+0.88 3.24+1.03
I try to attain the best result even for anything, 3.68+0.67 3.63+0,74
I believe that I can do anything, 3.71+0.70 3.39+0.84
I always think about relationship between what I do now and a goal, 3.47+0.81 3.33£0.84
I certainly examine and modify the outcome after performing task, 3.25+0.78 3.06+0.77
Average 3.38+0.40 3,2*§i0,42
t(p): 2.931(0,002 )
™ p<0.01
o A0l onAE wEglen, 53] WA Adew 2.32£0.81), M IS 2 A Qebe SIS
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Table 4. Image of a dental hygienist among dental hygiene students according to clinical practice
experience (Unit: M£SD)
Clinical practice experience
Question
Yes No
Be professional job 4.16+0.70 4.21£0.69
Improve public oral health 3.98+0.76 4.04%+0.79
Fit a continuing job 3.00+1,02 3.34%0.96
Have a sense of mission 3.61£0.83 3.70+0.74
Have a pride of the job 3.64+0,84 3.85+0.69
Be strong in fellowship with dentist 3.21£0.95 3.35+0.82
Job in difficult and a lot of stress(reverse) 2.00+0.75 2.32+0.81
Work actively 3.60+0.72 3.63+0.66
Care in love and respect to patients 3.64+0.76 3.63+0,82
Have a professional knowledge and high technique 3.914+0,82 3.92+0.75
Serve as only assistant to dentist(reverse) 3.46+1.20 3.61+0.89
Be certainly distinguished from assistant’s work 3.60+1,13 3.95+0,.86
Connector between dentist and patient 4.02+0,74 3.91+0.67
Have a clean and decency 3.95+0.74 4.01£0.69
Have a strong sense of responsibility and sincere 3.87+0,74 3.87+0.68
Have always confidence and great state 3.67+0.88 3.78+0.77
Be kind 3.7940,80 3.75+0.76
Wrong understanding as dental nurse(reverse) 2.13+0.94 2.15+0.79
High in social status 2.74+0.94 2.86+0.73
Doing work of value and worth 3.49+0.81 3.59+0.72
Not fixed the name(reverse) 3.38+0.86 2.80+0.91
Recommendable job to family or relatives 2.96+1.02 3.25+0.95
Be easy to work 3.80%+0.75 3.91+0.81
Not appreciated as independent field(reverse) 2.35%0,94 2.77%£0,98
Be oral health educator 3.91+0.86 3.52+0.45
3.40£0.45 3.5240.42
Average
t(p): —2.231(0.004 )
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Table 5. Correlation between self—efficacy, self—esteem, achievement motivation and image of a dental
hygienist (clinical practice experience—yes)

Self—efficacy Self—esteem Achievement motivation
r(p) r(p) r(p)
Self—esteem 0.531(0.000" )
Achievement motivation 0.662(0.000 ) 0.576(0,000 )
Image of a dental hygienist 0.303(0.000 ) 0.348(0.000 ) 0.418(0.000 )

™ 90,001

Table 6. Correlation between self—efficacy, self-esteem, achievement motivation and image of a dental
hygienist (clinical practice experience—no)

Self—efficacy Self—esteem Achievement motivation
r(p) r(p) r(p)
Self—esteem 0.534(0.000°")
Achievement motivation 0.681(0.000°) 0.525(0.000"")
Image of a dental hygienist 0.247(0.002") 0.300(0.000") 0.296(0.000™)

p<0.01, 1 p<0.001

Table 7, Factors affected their image of dental hygienist(clinical practice experience—yes)

Independent variable B SE B t p

(Constant) 1,634 0.225 7.256 0.000
. R’=0.192
Self—efficacy 0,004 0,072 0,004 0,057 0,955 o
_ Adj. R’=0.183
Self—esteem 0.139 0.061 0.159 2.285 0.023" F=20.946
p=0.000

Achievement motivation 0.365 0.089 0.323 4.101 .000
" p<0.05, 7 peo.00L
4, AerEett, AFHETI7E ATYAL ouzlo g 11.8%4 = A=, AotEai(p0.0)0] Sk
A=A dotiy] Y8 chEdAEAS AR A = A LRYAL o] A= FAA] Ao UERyit)
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