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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of demographic
characteristics and oral health status on unmet dental needs among preschool children and
to provide a basis for improvement of the dental care equality and accessibility using data
from the 6" National Health and Nutrition Survey. Methods: This study was performed using
data collected from the 6" National Health and Nutrition Survey. The subjects were 1,472
out of 22,940 people, who participated in the survey and under went oral examination. IBM
SPSS Statistics (Version 20.0) was used for statistical analyses based on the complex sampling
design. Frequency analysis was performed to determine the distribution of unmet dental
needs according to the characteristics of the subjects. The Rao-Scott ¥* test was performed to
examine the relationship of unmet dental needs with general characteristics and health- and
oral health-related variables. Relevant factors were determined using binary logistic regression
analysis. Results: The factors that had statistically significant relations with unmet dental needs
included age, medical insurance, household income, limited physical activity, history of dental
caries in deciduous teeth, and subjective health status. Logistic regression analysis of complex
samples was conducted to determine factors related to unmet dental needs. The results of
analysis showed that limited physical activity and history of dental caries in deciduous teeth
were related to unmet dental needs. Conclusions: The results show the factors affecting, and
the reasons for, the unmet dental needs of preschool children. Future studies are needed to
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develop national projects and oral health education reforms to address inequalities in preschool
children's dental care.

Key Words: Activities of daily living, Child preschool, Dental caries, Health services
accessibility
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2, ThE EAIE HIsiM € FashHal LAY e} ‘ofol & BRE Algo] glojAY

. 10
2 A= AR Y GRA A671(2013-2015) DA AFEC] E3HEEA Aol whe} Alglutd & A6kl
A Al Bk AR (complex sampling analysis)& Z-851Qitt SRR AA QA4S 4832
A AR S8l FEhHgE ZAR(RT: psu), SeHHp= B S 95 Z(H4T: kstrat, £
Aol 35t 7HEA1 S 2157 SI3 B2 7] 3k 17 AR U A7 A (A4 wit_itvex) S

i dRte] /g0l whs n|SE 2|2k 8 of Hoj ish R S wtofstr] 9fa) ¥l =24 (Frequency analysis)
AL, ZH(F S 4)E ol-&oto] S T 02412} T 3642 UrgloH, njSE 2|2t

Y =}
ot bRl B4, 2474 Bl R Wi 1] S 271918l Pearson 7ol AlE A%

J

oF ARl B, 717} 9 T WS 710] TS 1] 918 mlEE Aol 2 of Re} mA
A=

AN W45 AHEstof Rao-Scott}ol A& 7 (Rao-Scott chi-square test)& A@sI{Tt ohx|ete.

2, |35 2|32l & of o] JEFS nlx|= 2218 FRlst] sl wahEAlolA ded/go] AU 2l
7F Adsto] o2y 2A|AES|FEA (Binary logistic regression analysis)S Al3¥5te] wxH](odds

ratio) & AFESH3ITh EAI8H] folA 452 0.055 71E22 siglth

Table 1. Definition of variables

Classifications Independent variables Dependent variable
Predisposing factors Gender, Age
Enabling factors Residence, Household income, Medical insurance, Dental check up within a year,

Toothbrushing per day Unmet dental needs
Need factors Subjective health status, Limited physical activity, Damaged teeth, Dental caries

experience in deciduous teeth
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gkl Uuka B9, 117 W LAV EN S BASh At & 14727 9] n]F3} obkE F Eolrt 76778
(52.4%), oJoF= 705 (47.6%)°1 1, 1832 ‘T 0-24 74173 (50.6%), T+ 364" 73178 (49.49%)0] 2Tt A
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Table 2. General characteristics, health and oral health status of the study subjects

Characteristics Division N %
Predisposing factors Gender
Boys 767 524
Girls 705 47.6
Age
0-2 741 50.6
36 731 49.4
Enabling factors Residence
Dong 1,218 82.8
Eup-myeon 254 17.2
Medical insurance
Community insurance 361 24.7
Employed 1,082 73.4
Medicare aid 24 1.9
Household income
Low 404 26.9
Mid-low 539 37.5
Mid-high 426 29.1
High 98 6.4
Toothbrushing per day
Yes 1,406 96.0
No 65 4.0
Dental check up within a year
Yes 669 45.3
No 803 54.7
Need factors Limited physical activity
Yes 12 0.8
No 1,460 99.2
Subjective health status
Good 1,148 77.2
Normal 288 204
Poor 36 2.4
Damaged teeth
Yes 66 4.4
No 1,406 95.6
Dental caries experience in deciduous teeth
Yes 419 30.5
No 951 69.5
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Table 3. Unmet dental needs according to General characteristics, health and oral health

status of the subjects Unit: N(%)
- L Unmet dental needs "
Characteristics Division . - X D
Predisposing factors Gender
Boys 62(8.4) 705(91.6) 1.304 0.295
Girls 43(6.8) 662(93.2)
Age
0-2 42(6.2) 699(93.8) 4485 0.046
3-6 63(9.1) 663(90.9)
Enabling factors Residence
Dong 92(8.0) 1,126(92.0) 1941 0.186
Eup-myeon 13(5.5) 241(94.5)
Medical insurance
Community insurance 24(7.3) 337(92.7)  23.527 0.001
Employed 73(7.0) 1,009(93.0)
Medicare aid 7(31.8) 17(68.2)
Household income
Low 22(6.2) 382(93.8) 13.18  0.040
Mid-low 41(8.1) 498(91.9)
Mid-high 29(6.4) 397(93.6)
High 13(16.7) 85(83.3)
Toothbrushing per day
Yes 99(7.6) 1307(92.4) 0.194 0.705
No 609.1) 59(90.9)
Dental check up within a year
Yes 40(6.4) 629(93.6) 2.560 0.195
No 65(8.6) 738(91.4)
Need factors Limited physical activity
Yes 3(37.9) 9(62.1)  15.536 0.001
No 102(7.4)  1,358(92.6)
Subjective health status
Good 80(7.6) 1,068(92.4) 1742 0.557
Normal 21(7.1) 267(92.9)
Poor 4(13.3) 32(86.7)
Damaged teeth
Yes 3(3.6) 63(96.4) 1.542  0.186
No 102(7.8) 1,304(92.2)
Dental caries experience in deciduous teeth
Yes 56(13.6) 363(86.4)  36.859 <0.001
No 38(4.4) 913(95.6)

"by Rao-Scott x’-test
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A JERSTHp=0.040). T=3F £ xﬂokﬂlﬁ% )= o}=(37.9%)0] n]EZ x]u}e] 2 A3 o] =A| Ut
(p<0.001), /A2 RoflAal= G294 7 0] e Z--(13.6%) IS 213kl = o] =4 Y
ERFTH(p<0.001).
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(pO.001). 7745 5 4 2554390014 2414 A7} 571 LpeRE o0, 4452024900 A
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A AR 7 b, B AIo] g oRE(537)eIAE MR 3074 914 B2 W ARRIE &
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Table 4. Reasons of unmet dental needs according to factors related to unmet dental needs Unit: N(%)
Characteristics Division Economic Lack of awareness of the dgntal £ o
reasons  treatment importance and social factor
Predisposing factors Age
0-2 10(32.7) 19(67.3) 4.485 0.046
36 24(56.7) 19(43.3)
Enabling factors Medical insurance
Community insurance 8(52.4) 8(47.6) 23.527 <0.001
Employed 21(40.4) 29(59.6)
Medicare aid 5(81.5) 1(18.5)
Household income
Low 2(7.6) 14(92.4) 13.180 0.040
Mid-low 11(38.8) 14(61.2)
Mid-high 16(84.3) 4(15.7)
High 5(46.9) 6(53.1)
Need factors Limited physical activity
Yes 1(63.2) 1(36.8) 15536  <0.001
No 33(46.3) 37(53.7)
Dental caries experience in deciduous teeth
Yes 19(62.1) 14(37.9) 36.859 <0.001
No 8(25.0) 21(75.0)
"by Rao-Scott x’-test
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Table 5. The effect of major factors on unmet dental needs

Characteristics Division B SE t Oddsratio p* 95% confidence interval
Predisposing  Age
factors 0-2 0156 0294 0.531 1.169 0.595 0.656 2.084
3-6 1.000 1.000
Enabling Medical insurance
factors Community and employed insurance  -0.658  0.756 -0.870 0.518 0.385 0.117 2.289
Medicare aid 1.000 1.000
Household income
High 0.516  0.769 0.648 1.675 0.571 0.350 8.015
Mid-high -0.108  0.375 -0.288 0.898 0.774 0.429 1.877
Mid-low 0.200  0.368 0.543 0.588 0.588 0.593 2.515
Low 1.000 1.000
Need factors  Limited physical activity
Yes 1.638  0.830 1.973 5.146 0.049 1.006 26.325
No 1.000 1.000
Dental caries experience in deciduous teeth
No -1.223  0.325 -3.763 0.294  <0.001 0.155 0.558
Yes 1.000 1.000

"by binary logistic regression analysis
SE: standard error
Dependent variable: Unmet dental care needs (ref: no)
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