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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aims to establish the concept of “dental assistance” within the dental
field and to identify the scope of dental assistance, which can be utilized in order to distinguish
the scope of work between jobs. Methods: The literature on dental hygienist work and dental
assistance was reviewed, and the laws and precedents related to dental assistance were
examined. Results: The criteria for judging the legitimacy of dental assistance included the
following: whether the performance was conducted under the guidance and supervision of
a doctor; whether there was a possibility of an aftereffect or side effects of the procedure;
whether education was conducted within the curriculum; and whether it was evaluated in the
national licensing examination. In addition, the work of the assistant in dental surgery and
treatment is judged comprehensively by considering the type of dental surgery and treatment,
invasive degree, necessity of expertise, and work proficiency of the dental hygienist. Therefore,
it is suggested that dental hygienists may be of assistance for dental treatment/surgery because
they meet the requirements of dental professionals, such as dental hygiene curriculum, national
licensing examination, duties in the field of dentistry, and work proficiency. Conclusions:
Dental assistance (including assistance in dental surgery) for dental treatment, dental/medical
history taking, taking vital signs, and blood glucose monitoring should be permitted within the
realm of dental hygienist work. Therefore, the actual expertise of dental hygienists should be
reflected legally and the work of dental hygienists should be realized.
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Table 1. Regulations of medical assistance in the medical service act[5]

Nurses

Article 2 (Medical Persons) (1) The term ‘medical person’ as used in this Act refers to a medical doctor, a dentist, an

oriental medical doctor, a midwife or a nurse who holds a license granted by the Minister of Health and Welfare.
<Amended by Act No. 8852, Feb. 29, 2008; Act No. 9932, Jan. 18, 2010>

(2)--- <Amended by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015>

5. A nurse's obligation shall be as follows: <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(a) Observation at the requests of patients, collection of data, judgment for nursing, and nursing for convalescence
(b) Assistance in medical treatment under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical doctor

(¢) Education of and counselling for persons requiring nursing, planning and conducting activities for the promotion
of such persons' health, and other health activities prescribed by Presidential Decree

(d) Provision of guidance over the assistance for obligations set forth in items (a) through (c) performed by assistant
nurses referred to in Article 80

Assistant nurses

Article 80-2 (Duties of Assistant Nurses) (1) Notwithstanding Article 27, an assistant nurse may perform the affairs

prescribed in Article 2 (2) 5 (a) through (c) by assisting a nurse.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

Table 2. The qualification and scope of duties on medical assistance in the medical technologists act

MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACTI[12]
Act No. 1380
[Enforcement Date 01. Sep, 1963.]

Article 2 (Definitions) The term ‘medical passistants’ as used in this Act refers to persons who

assist medical treatments or medical examinations under the guidance of a medical doctor or
dentist.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACT(7]
Presidential Decree No. 3192
[Enforcement Date 23. Aug, 1967.]

Article 2(Scope of Duties) A medical assistant's obligation shall be as follows:

9. Dental hygienists perform the duties of assistance related to the prevention of teeth and oral
diseases, and other oral hygiene.

MEDICAL TECHNICIANS ACT
Act No. 2534(8]
[Enforcement Date 17. Aug, 1973.]

Article 1 (Purpose) The Act is designed to contribute to the improvement of public health and
medical care by stipulating necessary matters concerning qualifications and licenses of those
performing medical treatments or medical examinations (hereinafter referred to as "medical

technologists") under the guidance of a medical doctor and dentist.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL TECHNICIANS ACTI[13]
Presidential Decree No. 6864
[Enforcement Date 20. Sep, 1973.]

Article 2 (Scope, etc. of Duties Performed by Medical Technologists)

6. Dental hygienists perform the duties on the prevention of teeth and oral diseases, and oral
hygiene.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, ETC.
ACT[9]

Presidential Decree No. 23296
[Enforcement Date 16. Nov, 2011.]

Article 2 (Scope, etc. of Duties Performed by Medical Technologists, Health Record
Administrators, and Opticians)

6. Dental hygienists: Removing plaque and deposits; applying fluorides; placing temporary filling
and fixtures; removing the temporary fixtures; making impressions of the teeth; placing and
removing orthodontic braces and wires; and performing other duties required for preventing
teeth and oral diseases and teeth and oral hygiene. In this regard, the dental hygienists may
expose and process dental x-rays within a healthcare institution or medical institution equipped
with a diagnostic radiation generator in compliance with the safety control standards referred to
in Article 37 (1) of the Medical Service Act
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Table 3. Examples of clinical practice expert panel(CPEP) personnel expenses in resource-based relative value of dental
care services[25]

Number of CPEP CPEP
Dental care Services provided persons/  Occupation personnel personnel
time expenses  expenses
Composite resin  Before Preparation of patient's medical records 1N Dental hygienist 244 9,991
filling (1 surface) Preparation of dental procedures 11 244
o135 izr;lc(is washing/ wearing globes, safety glasses and o 487
Leading patient into dental chair 11 244
Explanation of dental procedures/ 1" 244
checking up patients before the procedures
During Dental assisting of the procedures/
. . O, 1/1 244
patient monitoring
Delivery of instruments and materials 11 244
After  Instructions on postoperative care 11 244
Record of prescription and dental services 11 244
Patient guidance to waiting room 11 244
Sterilization 11 244
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental " a4
procedures/ dental waste management
Hand-washing/ taking off globes, safety glasses and o 487
masks
Periodontal Before Surgery planning 1/10  Resident 2,703 48,225
flap operation Explanation of dental procedures 11 270
complicated Hand-washing/ wearing globes 21 Resident, dental 514
Slncludmg Draping 21 hygienist 514
veoloplasty, ) o ) Lo
stectomy of Preparation of patient's medical records 1/1 Dental hygienist 244
alveolar bone) Preparation of dental procedures 1/5 1,218
During Dental assisting of the procedures 2/75.3 Resident, dental ~ 38,703
U1052 hygienist
After  Instructions on postoperative care 1/5 Resident 1,352
Taking off globes and hand-washing 21 Resident, dental 514
hygienist
Record of prescription and dental services 1/2 Dental hygienist 487
Instrument washing and sterilizing 1/5 1,218
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental 1/2 487
procedures
Simple Before Preparation for dental procedures 11 Dental hygienist 244 1,462
freatment During Dental assisting of the procedures/ patient 1/2 487
monitoring
10010 After  Sterilization 11 244
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental 11 244

procedures/ dental waste management
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