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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to investigate the opinions of Korean dental
hygienists on the Korean advanced dental hygienist system in Korea. Methods: The survey
was conducted on 328 dental hygienists working at dental clinics and hospitals in Seoul,
Gyeonggi-do, Incheon, and Chungcheong-do. Collected data were analyzed with the frequency
analysis, independent-samples t-test, and one-way analysis of variance after their reliability
and validity were verified through the reliability, exploratory factor, and confirmatory factor
analyses. Results: Respondents preferred sectoral advanced dental hygienists to integrated
advanced dental hygienists, but 47.0% of respondents did not respond to this questionnaire
item. To become an advanced dental hygienist, ‘more than 5 years but less than 8 years’ of
clinical experience was appropriate according to 45.7% of the respondents and ‘more than 30
h but less than 40 h’ of training period was appropriate according to 25.9% of the respondents.
Respondents thought that the duration of the training period for advanced dental hygienists
would be directly proportional to expectations from the effect of advanced dental hygienists
(p=0.023). Further, respondents who were usually interested in advanced dental hygienists
showed higher expectations from the role (p<0.001) and effect (p<0.001) of advanced dental
hygienists than those who were not interested. Conclusions: This study suggests various
implications of the introduction of the advanced dental hygienist system in Korea.

Key Words: Advanced dental hygienist system, Dental hygienists, Job satisfaction,
Professionalism, Role
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Table 1. General characteristics (N=328)
Characteristics Division N %
Age (yrs) 20-29 184 56.1
30-39 79 24.1
=40 63 19.2
No response 2 0.6
Total clinical career (yrs) <5 126 38.4
59 75 229
10-14 49 14.9
=15 75 229
No response 3 0.9
Educational level Medical technology training center 2 0.6
Associate degree 194 59.1
Bachelor’s degree 109 33.2
=Master’s degree 23 7.0
Marital state Married 115 351
Unmarried 212 64.6
No response 1 0.3
Location Seoul 46 14.0
Gyeonggi-do 204 62.2
Incheon 7 2.1
Chungcheong-do 69 21.0
No response 2 0.6
Dental office type Dental university hospital 12 3.7
Dental department of general hospital 16 49
Dental hospital 24 7.3
Dental clinic 255 717
Etc. 21 6.3
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Table 2. Opinions about advanced dental hygienist(ADH) system in Korea

Characteristics Division N %
Interested or not Interested 212 64.6
Not interested 114 34.8
No response 2 0.6
Self-assessment of your Enough ability 172 52.4
ability to be ADH Lacking ability 146 44.5
No response 10 3.0
No response 8 2.4
Licensor type Minister of Health and Welfare 258 78.7
President of Korean dental hygienist’s association 41 12.5
President of Korean divisional society of dental 17 5.2
hygiene
Etc. 4 1.2
No response 8 24
Required total clinical ~ 1-2 16 4.9
career of ADH (yrs) 34 110 335
57 150 45.7
=38 47 14.3
No response 5) 1.5
Appropriate training <30 58 17.7
period of ADH (hour)  30-39 85 25.9
40-49 82 25.0
50-59 31 9.5
60-79 24 7.3
=80 32 9.8
No response 16 4.9
Supervision levels Direct supervision 73 22.3
Indirect supervision 175 53.4
No supervision required 65 19.8
Etc. 7 2.1
No response 4 1.2
Preferred type of ADH  Sectoral type 110 33.5
Integrated type 63 19.2
No response 155 47.0
Required field of sectoral Clinical dental hygiene practice 180 54.9
type ADH Geriatric dental hygiene practice 90 274
Orthodontic dental hygiene practice 29 23.8
Etc. 356 108.4
Expansion work of Prevent dental hygiene 156 47.6
integrated type ADH  Clinical dental hygiene practice 126 384
Periodontal curettage, Periodontal debridement 113 34.5
Etc. 60 184
"Duplication responses
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Table 4. Difference of expectation about advanced dental hygienist according to characteristics
Unit: Mean£SD

Expectation of YR «  Expectation of yF  p

Characteristics Division

the role the effect

Marital state ~ Married 4.44+0.51 1.998 0.047 4.22+0.65 1.998 0.047
Unmarried 4.25%0.61 4.06£0.68

Location Seoul 4.28+0.68" 4.104 0.017 4.07£0.82°  3.694 0.026
Gyeonggi-do, Incheon 4.2740.55 4.06£0.65"
Chungcheong-do 4.49+0.57 4.31+0.60"

P The same characters were not significant by Duncan’s test at a=0.05.

" by t-test or ANOVA

Table 5. Difference of expectation about advanced dental hygienist (ADH) according to opinions

about ADH Unit: Mean£SD
Characteristics Division E;{flﬁlcgit;gl t/F  p g?ﬁ?gt:;flgg[ t/F  p
Interested or not Interested 4.36+0.57 4.324 <0.001 4.23£0.63 4.324 <0.001
Not interested ~ 4.25+0.60 3.90£0.69
Appropriate training < 30 416+0.65 1.984 0.081 3.91+£0.71"° 2.647 0.023
period of ADH (hour) 30-39 4.28+0.55 4.0840.69°
40-49 4.3610.51 4.18+0.58"
50-59 4.42+0.49 4.1740.65"
60-79 4.42+0.48 4.24+0.35
= 80 4.50+0.77 4.39+0.82"
*» The same characters were not significant by Duncan’s test at a=0.05.
" by t-test or ANOVA
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