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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study confirms the current status of visiting oral health-care services for the
elderly to draw policy implications for revitalization of the visiting oral health care services in the
future. Methods: First, a survey was conducted on health centers about the current status of the
elderly visiting oral health-care service and how to revitalize it. Next, the number of oral hygiene
services provided to the elderly was checked in the long-term care insurance system. Results: Oral
health education (100%) was the most common practice in visiting oral health-care service for the
elderly, and the most difficult thing in providing services was the lack of dental hygienists (38.9%).
The status of oral health-care services in the long-term care insurance system for elderly revealed
that the total number of service claims has been confirmed to be zero since the introduction of the
system. Conclusions: Despite the existence of a system that provides elderly visiting oral health-
care services, to revitalize it, the law must be amended to secure a dental hygienist as the main
agent of the activity and to further take responsibility for autonomous authority and performance.
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Table 1. General characteristics of subjects

Characteristics Division N(%)
Public health centers 18(100.0)
License Dental hygienist 12(66.7)
Nurse 5(27.8)
Health administrator 1( 5.6)
Service operation As part of visiting health care program 15(83.3)
As an independent oral health care program for elders 3(16.7)
Selection of beneficiaries Person who eligible for the protection of living registered in town office 1( 5.6)
Person who registered for home visit nursing care in public health center 13(72.2)
Person who have been referred to a health center or have applied in person 6(33.3)
Etc 4(22.2)
Performance work contents  Oral examination 6(33.3)
Tooth decay prevention (fluoride application) 7(38.9)
Periodontal disease prevention (scaling) 4(22.2)
Dental treatment 0( 0.0)
Denture prosthesis 2(11.1)
Oral hygiene management (brushing, denture washing) 15(83.3)
Oral health education 18(100.0)
Oral health education for family members or facility staff 4(22.2)
Visit cycle One-time visit 8(44.4)
Constant visit 10( 55.6)
Coping with treatment needs” Providing treatment for visits to a health center mobile medical vehicle 4(22.2)
Referral to public health center 5(27.8)
Referred to a nearby dental clinic 6(33.3)
Inform patients or family of the need for treatment 16(88.9)
Limits in action” No difficulty 3(16.7)
Shortage of skilled workers 7(38.9)
Lack of budget 1( 5.6)
Lack of equipment 3(16.7)
Lack of systematic education 4(22.2)
Lack of professional skills 3(16.7)
Lack of reference materials 6(33.3)
Subject's uncooperative attitude 4(22.2)
Transportation inconvenience 3(16.7)
Other 2(11.1)

- One-time management system
- Sudden behavior of the elderly

Main workforce Dental hygienist 13(72.2)
Nurse 3(16.7)
Dentist 1( 5.6)
Other (the official in charge) 1( 5.6)
Cooperative workforce' Public health center dental hygienist 10( 55.6)
Public health center nurse 10( 55.6)
Public health center dentist 6(33.3)
Community dental hygiene, dental college student 2(11.1)
Other 2(11.1)

- Facilities manager
- Advisory for professors of dental hygiene

The data was analysis by frequency analysis.
“multiple responses are possible for each question
“only two choices for each question

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20200042
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Table 2. Opinions on the activation of visiting oral health care services for elders

Opinion N(%)

Public health centers 18(100.0)
Recruiting / securing professional personnel such as dental hygienists 7(38.9)
Promotion at the national level to raise awareness of the elderly for oral health 4(22.2)
Provision of a system for continuous oral health management services 2(11.1)
Continuing oral health education for elderly oral health management 1( 5.6)
Securing equipment to provide oral health care services 1( 5.6)
Distribution of oral health management guidelines (manuals) 1( 5.6)
Improving dentists' awareness to form partnerships when performing visiting oral health care programs 1( 5.6)
Establish community cooperation system (town office, public health center, dental clinic) 1( 5.6)

Multiple responses are possible for each question.
Frequency analysis excluding non-responses for each question.
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Table 3. National Health Insurance Corporation information disclosure result

Information Number
Number of requests for visiting nursing oral hygiene services 0
Number of requests for dentist activity fees from the long-term institution 0
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Table 4. Status of designation of dentists and dental clinics in long-term care institution for the elderly by city/quarterly

Unit: N(%)

Province

Status of designation [dentists (dental clinic)]

164/4 171/4 ‘172/4 173/4 ‘174/4 181/4 ‘182/4 ‘183/4 ‘184/4 ‘191/4 ‘192/4 193/4

Seoul

Busan

Daegu

Incheon

Gwangju

Daejeon

Ulsan

Gyeonggi-do
Gangwon-do
Chungcheongbuk-do
Chungcheongnam-do
Jeollabuk-do
Jeollabuk-do
Gyeongsangbuk-do
Gyeongsangnam-do
Jeju-do
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