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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to investigate the infection control system and actual
conditions according to the type of dental medical institution. Methods: From April 1st to May 10th,
2020, dental institutions were recruited through stratified random sampling. Each item constituting
the infection control system by dental institution type was analyzed using the chi-square test
and fisher’s exact test. Results: The infection control system and operation level of each dental
institution type was 89.0 points for university-general hospitals, 75.6 points for dental hospitals,
and 34.4 points for dental clinics. The environment management levels were 76.1, 72.5, 73.0, and
74.0 points for university-general hospitals, similar to 77.2, 75.1, 71.0, and 73.8 points for dental
hospitals, while dental clinics had 61.1, 40.0, 37.0, and 45.6 points. Prevention and management of
staff infection exposure, wearing personal protective equipment, and hand hygiene levels were 90.7,
75.5, 88.5 points for university-general hospitals, 79.8, 79.5, 80.4 points for dental hospitals, and 50.2,
88.0, 61.5 points for dental clinics, respectively. Conclusions: Efforts are required to bring about
improvement in the areas of insufficient infection control in order to raise the overall infection
control levels, especially the management of dental clinics is urgently needed.
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Table 1. Establishment and operation of an infection control system by type of dental institution.

Dental institution
Variables University - General ~ Dental hospitals Dental clinics D
hospitals (N=35) (N=41) (N=121)

There are infection control regulations 34(97.1) 34(82.9) 72(59.5) <0.001
There is an infection control committee 30(85 7) 27(65.9) 15(12.4) <0.001
Acts as an infection control committee 29(82.9) 25(61.0) 18(14.9) <0.001
Establish an infection prevention plan 32(91.4) 36(87.8) 57(47.1) <0.001
Conduct employee infection control training 34(97.1) 35(85.4) 63(52.1) <0.001
Establish an infection control budget 28(80.0) 29(70.7) 25(20.7) <0.001
Total score (Mean+SD)~ 89.0+22.8" 75.64+29.8° 34.4+31.3° <0.001

"by chi-square test, by ANOVA
**Same letters indicate statistically indifferent by Scheffe’s multiple comparison
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Table 2. Treatment room environment and facility management by type of dental institution.
Dental institution
Variables University - General Dental hospitals Dental clinics ~ p’
hospitals (N=35) (N=41) (N=121)
Air infection control
It is designed with a copper wire to prevent cross-infection 20(57.1) 30(73.2) 37(30.6) <0.001
Ventilate the office sufficiently 29(82.9) 30(73.2) 81(66.9) 0.178
Clean the office after treatment every day 31(88.6) 35(85.4) 104(86.0) 0.907
Sub total average (Mean=+SD)” 76.1128.6* 77.2£30.2° 61.14+28.9"  <0.001
Waterline infection control
There are regulations for water pipe management 32(91.4) 31(75.6) 51(42.1)  <0.001
Drain water from the water pipe of the unit chair before 26(74.3) 29(70.7) 47(38.8) <0.001
treatment
After treatment, drain water from the water pipe of the unit chair 17(48.6) 28(68.3) 40(33.1) <0.001
After each patient treatment, drain water for 20 to 30 seconds 20(57.1) 26(63.4) 33(27.3)  <0.001
before removing the air-water syringer, scaler, and high-speed
handpiece
Use anti-return equipment 24(68.6) 33(80.5) 66(54.5) 0.009
Regularly request a crown microbial test to an accredited 30(85.7) 29(70.7) 35(28.9) <0.001
institution (standard: 100 CFU/ml or less)
Request water pipe disinfection at least twice a year from a 30(85.7) 28(68.3) 42(34.7) <0.001
specialized company
Sub total average (Mean-+SD)" 72.5424.7° 751+28.9° 40.0+33.5"  <0.001
Surface infection control
There are regulations related to surface management 32(91.4) 33(80.5) 60(49.6)  <0.001
For surface disinfection, use an approved environmental 29(82.9) 32(78.0) 62(51.2) <0.001
disinfectant
Blood-contaminated surfaces are treated with a spill kit 29(82.9) 27(65.9) 29(24.0) <0.001
Surface care is performed after each patient treatment 25(71.4) 31(75.6) 62(51.2) 0.007
Wash and disinfect the ball after each patient treatment 12(34.3) 31(75.6) 29(24.0)  <0.001
Sub total average (Mean=+SD)~ 73.0+24.9° 71.0+31.0° 37.0£33.1°  <0.001

"by chi-square test, by ANOVA
“**Same letters indicate statistically indifferent by Scheffe’s multiple comparison
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Table 3. Dental medical personnel safety management by type of dental institution.

_7 __H.X‘]O] \:]-9,]' Ealxq o]-]_r]oﬂ [I;]E]—X-”o]— =l H]’Z‘“ Sk ?—0:‘

¥lo] 9tom, el

Dental institution
Variables University - General ~Dental hospitals Dental clinics ~ p’
hospitals (N=35) (N=41) (N=121)
Prevention and management of staff infection exposure
There are regulations on employee safety management 32(91.4) 31(75.6) 35(28.9) <0.001
activities
Regularly identify and manage employee health checkup 32(91.4) 34(82.9) 51(42.1)  <0.001
information (including infectious vaccinations)
The patient's infectious disease (hepatitis, tuberculosis, etc.) 32(91.4) 34(82.9) 92(76.0) 0.117
is investigated
Report and follow-up procedures should be taken in case of 31(88.6) 32(78.0) 65(53.7) <0.001
exposure to the patient's blood
Sub total average (Mean=+SD)"~ 90.7+£24.3" 79.8+£29.6°  50.2+329"  <0.001
Wearing personal protective equipment
There are regulations for personal protective equipment 29(82.9) 29(70.7) 55(45.5)  <0.001
Gloves are changed for each patient and not reused 32(91.4) 34(82.9) 109(90.1) 0.427
Masks are worn during all treatments 32(91.4) 37(90.2) 113(93.4) 0.691
Wear all personal protective equipment during medical 31(88.6) 34(82.9) 115(95.0) 0.039
treatment
When cleaning equipment, wear all personal protective 30(85.7) 29(70.7) 65(53.7) 0.001
equipment
Sub total average (Mean+SD)"~ 88.0+22.3" 79.5+254" 7554225 0.020
Hand hygiene care
Implement hand hygiene training 32(91.4) 32(78.0) 61(50.4) <0.001
Hand hygiene is practiced for each patient 30(85.7) 34(82.9) 88(72.7) 0.167
Sub total average (Mean+SD)"~ 73.0+t24.9 71.0+31.0° 37.0+33.1°  <0.001
There is an operating room 27(77.1) 28(68.3) 81(66.9) 0.513
Operating room infection control
There are regulations on infection control in the operating 22(81.5) 21(75.0) 40(49.4) 0.003
room
It is divided into restricted and semi-restricted areas 17(63.0) 17(60.7) 26(32.1) 0.003
according to physical activity
Keep the door closed during surgery 21(77.8) 24(85.7) 45(55.6) 0.005
Sub total average (Mean+SD)" 74.0£26.6" 73.8£30.5" 45.6+36.6"  <0.001

"by chi-square test, by ANOVA
**Same letters indicate statistically indifferent by Scheffe’s multiple comparison
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o

Table 4. Sterilization management of medical equipment by type of dental institution.

Dental institution
Variables University - General ~ Dental hospitals Dental clinics ~ p
hospitals (N=35) (N=41) (N=121)
Sterilization management system
There are regulations on the management of the organization 32(91.4) 33(80.5) 84(69.4) 0.021
Collect used equipment in a way that does not pollute the 33(94.3) 34(82.9) 86(71.1) 0.010
surrounding environment
Collected instruments are immersed in a solution (chemical 30(85.7) 33(80.5) 89(73.6) 0.272
solution) before cleaning
The instruments goes through the steps of washing - 33(94.3) 33(80.5) 98(81.0) 0.155
disinfection - rinsing - drying - packaging - sterilization
The instruments are packaged and sterilized in sets for each 34(97.1) 33(80.5) 96(79.3) 0.045
treatment item
Write a sterilization log 31(88.6) 26(63.4) 35(28.9) <0.001
Write the date of sterilization 33(94.3) 33(80.5) 55(45.5) <0.001
Store sterile items in a separate cabinet 32(91.4) 36(87.8) 102(84.3) 0.531
The instruments is used on a first-in, first-out basis 32(91.4) 36(87.8) 81(66.9) 0.002
There is a separate window for returning contaminated items 28(80.0) 29(70.7) 56(46.3) <0.001

and dispensing sterile items
Sub total average (Mean=+SD)" 90.8+18.6" 79.5126.0° 64.6124.2°  <0.001
Equipment related to sterilization possession

High pressure steam sterilizer 32(91.4) 29(70.7) 114(94.2) <0.001
E.O. gas sterilizer 25(71.4) 22(53.7) 14(11.6) <0.001
Dry heat sterilizer 11(31.4) 23(56.1) 26(21.5)  <0.001
Ultrasonic cleaner 26(74.3) 32(78.0) 92(76.0) 0.928
Sterilization monitoring (mechanical, chemical and biological methods)
All 3 methods 25(71.4) 20(48.8) 14(11.6) <0.001
2 methods 4(11.4) 10(24.4) 9( 7.4) <0.001
1 methods 3( 8.6) 2( 4.9) 6( 5.0) <0.001
Not implemented 3( 8.6) 9(22.0) 92(76.0) <0.001

"by chi-square test, by ANOVA
**Same letters indicate statistically indifferent by Scheffe’s multiple comparison
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75 5 57 |E B 17go] ok 1L St oSk -2 91.4%, B 80.5%, 21 68.6%6% 2 H
(p<0.05), ‘] ZH7]& X 2|Pd-2 2dgth = tish-S2HH Y 88.6%, B 75.6%, 21 52.9%2{THp<0.001).
Nz Zraae] -2 tish-Zahgelo] 8347901901, B2 74.178019) o, o] d-2 40.3% 0] et ‘Mgt

=
& w2 go] Ark = tish-S2EY 94.3%, B 82.9%, 21 35.5%%1(p<0.001), ‘LRIAIERET 2. A
ErE2 otk et QAMEEL T HA], W7 el 8715 AR BT ol A Tek- St 2 85.7%
2}77.1%, Y- 70.79%2} 63.4%, 212 61.2%62F 30.6%6 A THp<0.05). W FE-2 o] 57|38 Hlojuk= 749
HEEA] gholsht} = sk 23 85.7%, o] 75.6%, 210 38.0% %1 (p<0.001), X -2 o] g 7|w
O] RV (SIEr7 12 2ol A AlEact = Beo] 78.0%, thsl-E3hg elo] 74.3% 2 RAlst3l o, o
2 364%ATHp<0.001)<Table 5>.

Table 5. Infection control of medical waste and laundry by type of dental institution.

Dental institution
Variables University - General Dental hospitals Dental clinics D
hospitals (N=35) (N=41) (N=121)
Medical waste infection control
There are regulations on medical waste 32(91.4) 33(80.5) 83(68.6)  0.015
Infectious waste is disposed of in a dedicated container 32(91.4) 37(90.2) 105(86.8) 0.778
according to the type of waste
Dispose of damaging waste (needles, surgical blades, etc.) in a 32(91.4) 36(87.8) 114(94.2) 0.352
dedicated container
Create a medical waste disposal register 31(88.6) 31(75.6) 64(52.9)  <0.001
Indicate the items to be entered (name of discharger, date of 34(97.1) 33(80.5) 101(83.5) 0.083
commencement of use, type, etc.) based on the date of first
putting into a container for medical waste
Sub total average (Mean+SD)"~ 92.0+20.1% 82.9+24.3" 7714248  0.005
Laundry infection control
There are laundry management regulations 33(94.3) 34(82.9) 43(35.5)  <0.001
Separate general laundry and contaminated laundry 30(85.7) 29(70.7) 74(61.2)  0.021
For contaminated laundry, use a lid, mark, and waterproof 27(77.1) 26(63.4) 37(30.6)  <0.001
container
Medical clothing must be removed when leaving the medical 30(85.7) 31(75.6) 46(38.0)  <0.001
institution
Medical clothes are washed in the medical institution's own 26(74.3) 32(78.0) 44(36.4)  <0.001
facilities (including consignment institutions)
Sub total average (Mean+SD)"~ 83.4+20.8" 74.1+31.6" 40.3+32.7°  <0.001

"by chi-square test, by ANOVA
**Same letters indicate statistically indifferent by Scheffe’s multiple comparison
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