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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study investigated the influence of oral exercise programs with whole-body exercises on the mental health of
the elderly. Methods: Elderly individuals aged 65 years or older were assigned to an experimental group and a control group.
Oral exercises with whole-body exercises were conducted in the experimental group for 40 minutes, twice weekly, during 5 weeks
from May to June 2021. To evaluate the effectiveness of the program, the oral health related quality of life (OHIP-14, GOHAI),
mental health, happiness, and social support of the elderly were explored both before and after the execution of the program in
the experimental group. A paired sample t-test was performed to check the changes in the factors investigated, both before and
after the execution of the program in the two groups. Results: The values of difference between the experimental and control
group were compared in relation to the dependent variables, before and after the execution of the oral exercise program with the
whole-body exercises. It was found that statistically significant differences in the OHIP-14 (p=0.163), GOHAI (p=0.156), and feelings
of happiness in the elderly (p=0.280) were not evident in the experimental group. However, statistically significant differences
emerged with regard to the mental health and provision of social support of the elderly (p<0.05). Conclusions: It was found that
the oral exercise program with whole-body exercises executed in this study were effective in improving the mental health and
social support of the elderly. However, no significant differences were shown in oral health relating to quality of life and feelings
of happiness. It is considered that these findings need to be verified by means of future long-term studies.
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Table 1. Whole-body exercise and oral exercise programs
Whole - body exercise

Step Exercise program Count

1. Whole - body warm - up Warm - up to generate heat in muscles of the body 16
Simultaneous movement of muscles of the body and oral muscles 6

2. Shoulder muscle exercise ~ Stimulation of the suboccipital muscles and simultaneous performance of hand exercises 8

3. Flexor muscle stretching Stretching the antebrachial muscles to relieve shoulder tension 8

4. Cool - down Simultaneous movement of muscles of the body and oral muscles 4

Oral exercise

Step Exercise program Count

1. Stimulate the salivary glands Stimulation of the salivary glands through tongue movements 3

2. Chewing strength Strengthening the lips 3
Stretching the lips, tongue, and cheek 3
Strengthening the mouth opening 3
Strengthening the mouth closing 3

3. Swallowing strength Improvement of the swallowing function 3

4. Talking strength Strengthening muscles for correct articulation 3

AAZE WY Q) Az m2 8] wele] FAAZ] njale Wake 2Hal7] e 7477w ske] 2(OHIP14, GOHAD, =9le]
A7, 1ed7) BB ARSI R7] S-S ZABIGITE AFAAAE 2717|114 AEA|S ol slo] e Al
2ol| AAJsIon], ASALE e e M) F2kE A7 Aatet vl mel Al 3 Ao ® me el B ol

%A]4(Oral Health Impact Profile: OHIP-14)

Locker 5251 77371730l et 7 d A wgg 7|2 =2 7 23707 4k2] 2 (Oral health impact profile) & 7154 A&t AIA1A
55, A BT AAA 5= A5t Al ‘SE—:‘. 110} AFE)H 58 A5t AlelA Ee]o] 77l g o & FEste] vEY 7 Ao
Z(OHIP-14)2 BFHA|ZLE OHIP-14= & o] B3E2 54 2lAE HE 2 o] 85}0] ZHo| 10H0 g HiT} =gl
&0] Fo] FA] gth= 21 9|t} & 04—?01]*1 OHIP- 14_4 *@Eﬁ Cronbach’s a=0.8712 LERsiT}.

2) 73773712 4x(Geriatric Oral Health Assessment Index: GOHAI)

LIS 7 T 4] WS SAshe TAtE 143717387} A 4x(Gerdatric Oral Health Assessment Index, GOHAI)= 1992
Atchison} Dolan[26]°]] ]3] 119 710 2 X 37)e 59t keQ152] 13707 AJElE 7152491 Alstat 55 9 B3 4Alg)&Ql =mHt
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Table 2. General characteristics of the participants Unit : N(%)
characteristics Intervention group (N = 20) Control group (N =17) Total (N = 37) D
Sex
Male 4(20.0) 4(23.5) 8 (21.6) 0.795%
Female 16 (80.0) 13 (76.5) 29 (78.4)
Age (yrs)
65-74 4(20.0) 4(23.5) 8 (21.6) 0.956*
75-84 15 (75.0) 12 (70.6) 27 (73.0)
=85 1(5.0) 1(59) 2(5.4)
Education
None 4(20.0) 3(17.6) 7(189) 0.995*
Primary school 3(15.0) 3(17.6) 6 (16.3)
Middle school 7 (35.0) 6(35.4) 13 (35.1)
= High school 6 (30.0) 5(29.4) 11 (29.7)
Religion
Christian 4(20.0) 2(11.8) 6 (16.3) 0.938*
Catholic 6 (30.0) 6(35.3) 12 (32.4)
Buddhism 4(20.0) 4(23.5) 8 (21.6)
No religion 6 (30.0) 5(29.4) 11 (29.7)
Family type
Living alone 7(35.0) 6(35.3) 13(35.1) 0.985"
Living with family 13 (65.0) 11(64.7) 24 (64.9)
by chi-square test
*by Fisher’s exact test
Table 3. Pre-intervention homogeneity test for dependent variables Unit: Mean®=SD
Variables Intervention group (N = 20) Control group (N =17) t D
OHIP- 14 32.60 £ 7.13 31.82 £ 6.67 0.342 0.735
GOHAI 31.15 £ 5.80 30.76 = 5.90 0.199 0.843
Mental health 60.95 + 5.68 62.23 = 6.21 -0.657 0.516
Happiness 60.20 + 7.03 60.64 = 7.05 0.192 0.849
Social support 65.20 & 14.88 64.35 = 11.31 0.192 0.845
"by independent samples t-test
OHIP-14 : Oral Health Impact Profile
GOHAI : Geriatric Oral Health Assessment Index
Table 4. Effects of the oral exercise program with whole-body exercise Unit: Mean£SD
Variables Pre - intervention Post - intervention P D
OHIP - 14
Intervention group 32.60 £7.13 35.45 £ 8.06 0.163 0.578
Control group 31.82 £ 6.67 3417 £5.10 0.160
GOHAI
Intervention group 31.15 £ 5.80 32.95 £ 4.51 0.156 0.518
Control group 30.76 = 5.90 31.82 + 5.96 0.468
Mental health
Intervention group 60.95 £ 5.68 65.70 £ 7.84 0.024 0.025
Control group 62.23 £ 6.21 60.41 £ 5.35 0.287
Happiness
Intervention group 60.20 £ 7.03 63.60 £ 14.91 0.280 0.612
Control group 60.64 = 7.05 61.58 + 6.78 0.453
Social support
Intervention group 65.20 + 14.88 73.40 + 12.90 0.044 0.021
Control group 64.35 £ 11.31 63.11 + 12.86 0.574
"by a paired samples t-test

by independent samples t-test

OHIP-14 : Oral Health Impact Profile
GOHAI : Geriatric Oral Health Assessment Index
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