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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to examine the opinions of registered dental hygienists (RDH) and dental hygiene students (DHS),
professionals who can practice visiting oral health care (VOHC), and the demand for specialized training courses of RDH for
VOHC. Methods: Using a Google online survey, 125 RDH and 106 DHS personnel were surveyed on their perception of VOHC
and the operation of special training courses. Results: RDH (97.6%) and DHS (96.1%) agreed that they needed VOHC for older
people. Moreover, the qualification course for specialized training for VOHC was considered necessary. Regarding the appropriate
curriculum, RDH preferred training programs comprising 2-hours classes over 6 months and 15 weeks and so on, and DHS
preferred 3 hours classes over 6 months and 15 weeks and so on. Regarding the desired working type, the RDH preferred the
half-day system, whereas the DHS preferred the alternate-day system. The Korean Dental Hygienists Association was intended for
human resource development. They agreed that continuing education was necessary when working as a visiting RDH, and many
responded that they would participate if a specialized training course was opened. Conclusions: RDH and DHS have a high level
of awareness of the importance and necessity of VOHC, and consider a specialized training qualification course necessary for
efficient VOHC.
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Table 1. General characteristics

Type Characteristics Division N (%)
RDH Age (yrs) 20-29 27 (21.6)
30-39 34.(27.2)
40 - 49 39 (31.2)
=50 25 (20.0)
Mean =& SD 38.96 + 10.30
Marital status Married 81 (64.8)
Unmarried 43 (34.4)
Family composition Single - person household 17 (13.6)
Married couple 14 (11.2)
Couple + children 73 (58.4)
Parent + children 21 (16.8)
Education level 3 - year diploma 41(32.8)
Bachelor’s degree 38 (30.4)
= Master’s degree 46 (36.8)
Place of work Public health center 16 (12.8)
Dental hospital / dental clinic 79 (63.2)
Dental department of general hospital 10 ( 8.0)
FEducational institutions + others 20 (16.0)
Working area Metropolitan area 46 (36.8)
Non - metropolitan area 79 (63.2)
Total career (yrs) <5 18 (10.9)
5-9 31(18.8)
10-14 22 (13.3)
>15 54 (32.7)
Income per monthly (10,000 won) < 200 14 (11.2)
200 - 299 50 (40.0)
300 - 399 31(24.8)
> 400 30 (24.0)
DHS Age (yrs) > 21 57 (53.8)
<22 49 (46.2)
Mean 21.65
Current grade 3rd year 33 (3L.1)
4rd year 73 (68.9)
School location Metropolitan area 6(57)
Chungcheong area 71 (67.0)
Gyeongsang area 29 (27.4)
Desired place of work Public health center 12 (11.3)
Dental clinic 18 (17.0)
Dental hospital 39 (36.8)
Dental department of general hospital 31(29.2)
Educational institutions + others 6(5.7)

SD=standard deviation

RDH-=registerd dental hygieniest; DHS=dental hygiene student
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Fig. 1. Aword cloud on the difference between visiting oral care and dental clinic work
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Table 2. Awareness of visiting oral health services of registered dental hygienist and dental hygiene student
RDH (N=125)  DHS (N =106)

Characteristics Division N N t (p)
Importance of client oral health care Very agree 86 (68.8) 56 (52.8) 3.569
Agree 35 (28.0) 47 (44.3) (0.032*)
< Usually 4(32) 3(28)
Mean =+ SD 4.66 + 0.54 4.50 £+ 0.56
The necessity of visiting oral health care ~ Very agree 82 (65.6) 54 (50.9) 4.192
Agree 40 (32.0) 48 (45.3) (0.030)
< Usually 3(24) 4(3.8)
Mean = SD 4.63 £ 0.53 4.47 = 0.57
Intention to participate in visiting Very agree 64 (51.2) 29 (27.4) 15.586
oral health care business Agree 29 (23.2) 51 (48.1) (0.024)
< Usually 32 (25.6) 26 (24.5)
Mean = SD 4.26 £0.84 4.02 +£0.74
Desired work type when Full - time 9(7.2) 9( 85) <0.001"
participating Half - time 56 (44.8) 30 (28.3)
Every other day 41(32.8) 64 (60.4)
FEtc. 19 (15.2) 3(28)
Experience participating in Yes 42 (33.6) 24 (22.6) 0.019”
visiting programs No 79 (63.2) 70 (66.0)
I'm not sure 4(3.2) 12 (11.3)

"by independent t-test at a=0.05; by chi-square test or Fisher exact test at a=0.05
RDH=registerd dental hygieniest; DHS=dental hygiene student
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.. L. RDH DHS
Characteristics Division N D N t ()
Need for a separate - Yes 117 (93.6) 101 (95.3) 0.4317
qualification course No 8( 6.4) 5( 4.7)

Appropriate curriculum when 6 - month senior specialized course 77 (61.6) 49 (46.2) 0.001”"
operating expert courses 1 - year senior specialized course 33 (26.4) 46 (43.4)
2 - year senior specialized course 1(0.8 7( 6.6)
Graduate school seniors specialized master’s program 6 ( 4.8) 3(28)
Etc. 8( 6.4) 1(0.9)
Appropriate education time for 30 hours (15 weeks * 2 hours) 54 (43.2) 26 (24.5) <0.001"
specialized education 45 hours (15 weeks * 3 hours) 29 (23.2) 37 (34.9)
60 hours (15 weeks * 2 hours * 2 semesters) 17 (13.6) 36 (34.0)
90 hours (15 weeks * 3 hours * 2 semesters) 12( 9.6) 2(19)
120 hours (15 weeks * 2 hours * 4 semesters) 4(3.2) 3(28
180 hours (15 weeks * 3 hours * 4 semesters) 2( 16 1(0.9)
Etc. 7( 5.6) 1(0.9)
Organization in charge of Korean Dental Hygienist Association 68 (54.4) 66 (62.3) 0.420"
fostering professional manpower Graduate school of dental hygiene 37 (29.6) 26 (24.5)
Associations related to dental hygiene 17 (13.6) 10( 9.4)
Associations related to dental medicine 2( 16 4(3.8
Etc. 1(0.8) -
Periodic education for Very agree 73 (58.4) 42 (39.6) 0.803
visiting professional - activities ~Agree 42 (33.6) 55 (51.9) 0.022)
< Usually 10 ( 8.0) 9(85)
Mean =+ SD 450 = 0.64 431+ 0.62
Willingness to participate Very agree 57 (45.6) 23 (21.7) 9.516
Agree 34 (27.2) 46 (43.4) (0.001)
< Usually 32 (27.2) 37 (34.9)
Mean = SD 42108 3.87 =074

"by independent t-test at a=0.05; " by chi-square test or Fisher’ exact test at a=0.05
RDH=registerd dental hygieniest; DHS=dental hygiene student
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