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ABSTRACT

Objectives: To confirm the awareness of child abuse and attitudes toward mandatory reporting among dental hygiene students
in the Gwangju and Jeonnam regions. Methods: The level of awareness of child abuse according to general characteristics,
attitudes toward reporting obligation, and awareness of the mandatory reporting system were analyzed using t-test or one-way
analysis of variance (ANOVA) analysis, and correlation was analyzed using Pearson correlation coefficient. Results: Awareness
of child abuse was 3.76, 3.68, 3.67, and 3.18 points for neglect, sexual abuse, physical, and emotional abuse, respectively. The
attitude toward reporting obligation were 3.60 and 2.62 points for positive and negative reporting attitudes, respectively.
Regarding awareness of child abuse, a significant positive correlation was observed between positive reporting attitude
(r=0.326, p<0.01) and awareness of mandatory reporting system (r=0.272, p<0.01). Conclusions: To increase the reporting rate
among dental hygienists, awareness should be improved starting from the undergraduate level, perceptions of prospective
dental hygienists should be reflected in the development and direction of educational programs, and it is necessary to increase
accessibility to educational opportunities and continuously seek institutional and policy measures.
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Table 1. Dental hygiene students awareness of child abuse, attitude to report, and awareness of mandatory
reporting system

Characteristics Division Mean=+SD
Perception of child abuse Physical abuse 3.67£0.66
Emotional abuse 3.18+0.73
Neglect 3.761+0.61
Sex abuse 3.68£0.79
Subtotal 3.58+0.62
Attitude towards mandatory reporting Positive attitude towards mandatory reporting 3.60£0.82
Negative attitude towards mandatory reporting 2.62+0.93
Subtotal 3.11+0.57
Perception of mandatory reporting system 2.354+0.98

2, of|d] x| 2tpldAte] LM -0 hE ofS el olAat M1 o| REHE S 431 o | E=0f| CHSt
QlAle] xjo|

ofju] X|7}Sl AR} kA Egoi] a2 o5 iy Q1A 413 o) REfE 2 AL oA Q1A ek Q1410] o] <Table 2>2} ek, of
Sl o .8 50l ket 29 A , 4130 9} Q140 0fk 20| 7} LFERATHp<0.05). %2 e Z4elo] 9l o] 3
A 413 |2 7} ok, 15 o] RALE Q14Jo] 7 pekstth AL o BRI 914 o] nfe} o5 atl, 3 AL o] I, Aln
o} QIAJoi|A] £-0JF 2Ho]7} LERatTHp<0.01). Al S} A= 2 Ut 9l ko] ob5atel QA Bt 34 AL o] B, Al o} A=
= Q14Jo] 7] Uehiet.
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Table 2. Differences in perception of child abuse, attitude to report, and awareness of mandatory reporting system

according to the general characteristics of dental hygiene students Unit: Mean®=SD
. L Perception of child Attitude towards mandatory reporting  Perception of mandato

Characteristics Dien pabuse Positive attitude Nega:i{/e attitude re};)orting system Y
Grade 1 3.68+0.60 3.5540.92 2.6310.98 2.2610.83

2 3.621+0.53 3.68+0.74 2.36+0.84 2.30£0.93

3 3.59+0.70 3.69+0.74 2.7610.98 2.38+1.13

4 3.21+0.53 3.21£0.98 2.9240.82 1.90%0.77

t/F(p) 2.467(0.640) 1.753(0.159) 2.443(0.066) 2.2392(0.086)
University type College 3.6210.60 3.6610.79 2.6210.95 2.354+1.01

University 3.54+0.67 3.561+0.84 2.6210.92 2.3610.96

t/F(px) 0.695(0.488) 0.782(0.435) 0.711(0.990) 0.9382(0.953)
Experience of child  Yes 3.5910.62 3.70+0.714 2.3610.88 2.71+0.84
abuse education No 3.58+0.62 3.58+0.85 2.70+0.93 2.23+0.99

t/F(p) 0.092(0.927) 0.799(0.425) -2.043(0.043) 2.659(0.009)
Awareness of the Know 3.7610.61 3.89+0.73 2.4941.02 2.90%1.02
Mandatory reporting Not Know 3.48+0.61 3.4540.82 2.68+0.87 2.0440.81
system t/F(p) 2.766(0.006) 3.343(0.001) -1.221(0.224) 5.7019(<0.001)
Awareness of those Know 3.6510.69 3.6310.79 2.58+0.82 2.22+1.04
subject to reporting  Not Know 3.50+0.52 3.58+0.85 2.65+1.03 2.48+0.88
obligations t/E(p) 1.472(0.143) 0.440(0.661) -0.499(0.618) -1.665(0.098)
"by t-test or one-way ANOVA

3. Ofle] X|2t9| SAFS 2| OFS Sl Q14 n } 21 O|SRE B M1 O] A Q14] 7 AEHEHA|
ofld] x| 2te} JAte] obFateh Q1A ALl o R Bl AN O Al = Q1A 7+ A= <Table 3>} 2Tt ob5atth Q142 344 AL

OB &= (r=0.326, p<0.01)2F AL o)A &= Q14| (1=0.272, p<0.01) Atolof frofdt ol A aAF LreRtTth 374 AlaL B = A1l oA

T 14 (r=0.206, p<0.01) Ato]of] o]t gFe] AJatA7F Lrepit.

Table 3. Correlation between perceptions of child abuse, attitudes toward reporting obligations, and perceptions
of mandatory reporting systems

h " Perception of child  Positive attitude towards Negaite aibiine FaEegition oi

aracteristics ab d . towards mandatory mandatory
use mandatory reporting X .

reporting reporting system

Perception of child 1.000

abuse

Positive attitude towards 0.326" 1.000

mandatory reporting

Negative attitude 0.012 -0.146 1.000

towards mandatory

reporting

Perception of mandatory 0.272" 0.206" 0.011 1.000

reporting system

"p<0.01, by Pearson’s correlation coefficient

4. o] x|zteldASe| e dSe| of St W Maelet M Egs} Eet, M1 Xl 221
=Ky =|L‘I
To

oflu] x| 2kl YAte] obE Bt u-g PAl9Io Al BAgSH ek, Al Afsl 291 23 A Bk <Table 4>2F 2tk o3l 1 Bl
2 913k W50) Aol A= obs-Bte Alar At Bl A o) 57kl Tk 7 85.0%, Ste ok5-2] WA 50.0%, Steh Fi e Bl R
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Table 4. Analysis of child abuse education priorities, measures to promote reporting, and factors that hinder

reporting (N=154)
Item Response N %
Priority of education for Child abuse reporting procedure & information of reporting agency 131 85.0
child abuse Recognising abuse detection 77 50.0
Counseling for abused children & management method 69 44.8
Counseling & parent education for abused parents 24 15.6
Method to activate reports  Systematic child protection 142 92.2
Immediate intervention 112 72.7
Personal protection of reporter 95 61.7
Strengthening promotion & education on child abuse and reporting systems 46 29.9
Change in awareness of child abuse 44 28.6
Clear definition of child abuse 23 14.9
Reasons to disturb Difficulty in classifying child abuse 59 38.3
reporting Burden of revealing reporter’s identity 30 19.5
Burden of intervention in family matters 28 182
Burden for procedures after reporting 24 15.6
Lack of information on reporting procedures & submissions 13 8.4
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